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EcoBiotics is now offering its zebrafish
screening services to other drug companies.
"There's only four other companies in the
world offering this sort of contract research.
The others are in the UK, Europe and the US,”
he said.

"We decided to do what we could do well in
the Far North — be close to the rainforest and
reef to discover their chemical secrets, tap
into a great skill base of local knowledge in
our region and adopt new technologies like
the zebrafish testing.”

When they first founded the business, Dr
Reddell took a job with an environmental
consulting group within Rio Tinto as their
principal ecologist for three years to basically
keep the money coming in, while Dr Gordon
started full time.

Dr Reddell said EcoBiotics was an unusual
combination of science, ideas and business
that works but credits Dr Gordon with the
business acumen.

EcoBiotics is also unusual in the field in
that it was totally private from the start, with
support from local shareholders.

Work in the field is usually done at
universities and government institutions.

While the big drug companies have
pumped massive investment into moving new
technology away from nature-derived drugs,
it has not been that successful.

"In the past 10 to 15 years they've been
spending more but getting less new
drugs approved,” Dr Reddell said.

London-based drug developer Antisoma
agreed and in 2006 signed a multi-million
dollar licensing agreement with EcoBiotics
Ltd to evaluate up to three chemicals
discovered in rainforest plants by EcoBiotics.

The work of EcoBiotics also has the support
of the Queensland Government, which
through the Biodiscovery Act allows the
company access to state land to collect plants
and berries. Royalties from any successes go
back to the Government.

Dr Reddell says only very small quantities
of material are initially needed to find new
compounds from the rainforest. They then
study the molecules to determine if they can
be made in a laboratory.

"This is the preferred method for the big
drug companies — to put on a white lab coat
and make something. But nature is complex
and also very subtle,” he said.

"So often we find interesting molecules that
you can't make in a laboratory.

“"We then look to grow our own supplies
from which we can isolate the drug.

"It becomes just like a high-value orchard
with the potential to mean another add-on
industry here on the Tableland.” (W)
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you do. You can go on believing life

There’s no half measures,
says DEBORAH STORER

— you either have
passion or you don't

re you living the life you
really want?
Oscar Wilde said: “Life is too

important to be taken seriously.”

Why is it that some of us take life
too seriously?

The answer goes all the way back to
when you were a wee girl or boy.

When we were children, most of
us had so much fun: climbing trees,
splashing paint on a canvas, running in
the rain, burying ourselves in the sand
at the beach and dancing freely without
a care in the world.

We expressed ourselves freely. We
had dreams. We believed we could fly,
we believed we could be an astronaut,
a ballerina or a racing car driver — we
believed we could be whatever we
wanted to be when we grew up.

What happened?

As we grew up, we listened to the
people around us and we believed them
because we thought they knew best. As
a result, we started to make decisions
based on other people’s opinions. Why?

We lost belief in ourselves - believing
that we were not good enough, smart
enough or talented enough. We thought
our dreams and ideas were too hard,
too silly, too selfish or only achieved
by other people. We believed it
was impossible.

One lady expressed to me the other
week that when she was a girl, it was
her dream to be in the circus. However
she gave up her dream because
her mother said to her that she may
break a leg or get hung up with the
"wrong” people.

Another lady expressed to me her
desire as a young girl to be an artist,

6 The Weekend Post weekender, Saturday, July 12, 2008

however everyone laughed and
ridiculed her talents, so she gave it up.
Another lady expressed her dream of
also becoming an artist, yet was told
that she couldn't make a living from it
so she ended up being a secretary. One
man in his 50s said to me he was told as
a boy that he had to get a well-paid job
if he was to make it in the world, so he
gave up his dream to be a travel writer.

So as we grow up as an adult, we end
up reaching a point saying:
I don't know what makes me
happy anymore.
Who am I?
Why have I lost my enthusiasm
for life?
Why do I lack confidence?

The answer: We suppressed our

dreams, forgot them or never had the
opportunity to realise them. We believed
it was impossible to get what we

really wanted.

As a result, this is what we end up doing:

We take on a safe job that pays well
or at least pays the bills — but we don't
really enjoy it.

We knock back new opportunities
and experiences because we don't know
how to deal with the unexpected —it's
too risky. We'd rather stay with what is
familiar because it is safer.

We worry what others think of us,
so we end up creating a life that is not
right for us - pretending to be someone
we are not or doing a job that is not in
alignment with who we are.

We stop expressing our needs and
desires and start saying yes to people
all the time because we don't want to
upset anyone — we would rather keep
the peace and play it safe.

You have a choice:

1. You can do nothing. You can continue
playing it safely, going through the
motions and not really enjoying what

doesn't get any better — that it's a
struggle, hard work and that you can
never get ahead.

2. You can do something about it. You
can step up and take charge of your

life. You can go after what you really
REALLY want. You can rediscover your
passions, dreams and greatest desires,
believe in yourself and go after it. As a
result, you will live an extraordinary life
filled with laughter, love, purpose and
joy: a life you absolutely love to wake up
to on a Monday morning.

If you choose number one, you may as
well stop reading. If you choose number
two and are willing to implement the
following steps and do whatever it takes
to get what you want, then be prepared
to live an extraordinary life!

How?

Donald Trump says in his most
recent book: Think Big and Kick Ass in
Business and in Life, that if we are to
be successful in life, we must, and he
emphasises MUST, do something we
love to do. Trump said: “Don't choose
something because it pays well; choose
something you love, then the money will
follow"”. The key is passion.

Passion will get you out of bed in
the morning even when you are tired.
Passion will pull you through the
hardest of challenges including difficult
people. Passion will drive you, motivate
you and charge you up for the rest of
your life.

Passion will stop you listening to
the critics; will have you believing in
yourself even if no one else will; it will
have you on fire with enthusiasm where
nothing — absolutely nothing — can
stop you.

Don't give up your passion and you
will achieve it! (W)

W Deborah Storer is a motivational
speaker, coach and author.
www.deborahstorer.com.au



